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but she did not understand Hebrew or English She just nodded and
kept reading her book CE;T-\;-‘:’ though, persisted and turned to the
soldier and said to him, "Where are you from?" He answered a little
bit in English but mainly in Hebrew, "I have just been in Los Angeles
visiting my brother, but I have come home now to see my parents "
All the eyes in the taxi glared at him He noticed the hostility
and said, "I am not a Yoraid, I am not a Yoraid, I am staying here
1 am not leaving Israel." Thenm\ﬁurned to the heavyset man
and asked him in Hebrew what he did. He did not speak any English
at all, just one or two words He said he was a diamond merchant
and he had come home after spending some time in New York selling
ConN
his wares 6eotte then turned to the gray haired lady in the back
and said, "Safta, tell us something about youself " She did not
want to say anything. She said, in effect, "It's all right I don't
feel like it " All the other passengers looked gloweringly at her
andm‘e’said in his heavily accented English, "We all told about
ourselves  Why won't you tell about yourself?" Just then the taxi
hit a bump and she went forward and hit her head She said, "All
right, all right I am a Holocaust survivor, and I have come to
attend a Holocaust survivors reunion of Polish Holocaust survivors "
oo
Gotde looked at her and said, "Oh, you are going to like a school
reunion?" Her eyes glowered and she said, "School reunion?" and
did not like what he said at all In fact, she resented him calling
her Safta. The last time she had been at a school was in the ghetto
when all the Jewish families had been assembled before the school
It was a terrible, rainy day, a black day, and on that day a German
officer separated families Her ten-year old son, Mordechai, was

separated and went to the right, and the rest of the family was
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told to go the left, but her husband, Aaron, could not stand to

be separated from his boy, so he ran to his boy and was immediately
shot and died before her eyes Her little baby was taken from her
arms, and she was sent to Auschwitz She knew that her baby did
not live long  She then after the war went to Philadelphia. She
never remarried and she always was thinking about her Mordechai .
She was looking and thinking about her Mordecai. <-zgz‘-f:amsensed her
apprehension and her rage and he turned to her and said, "Why did
you decide now to come to a Holocaust survivors meeting?" She said,
"I have come to find my son. He was 10 years old when he was taken

from me "

Roth, who could understand a little English, said in
Hebrew, "Oh, Safta, you will never find him A ten year old boy

How could he have survived?" Gottlieb, hearing these words translated
them into English, but he changed them. He said, "How will you

find him? I am sure that if he is alive he will come to this conference
of Polish Holocaust survivors, but how will you find him? How will
you know who he is?™ Luba Surmack, who they were all calling Safta,
took out from her purse a t-shirt She looked at them and said,

"This is very American, I know, but my friends in Philadelphia told

me that this was the best way to find my son if he will attend "

They all looked at the t-shirt  The t-shirt said, "I am Luba Surmack
from Loge I am looking for my son. Mordechai, born February 2,

1932 " Gottlieb took the t-shirt from Luba, unfurled it so all

the passengers could see, and then turned and showed it to the driver.
Immediately the taxicab lurched forward, the driver put his foot

on the brakes, his jaw fell, his eyes bulged out, and a primordial

cry came from his lips, "Mama, mama." This is a true story
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We all need to have a past in order that we can have a future

Luba felt she had no future She resented being called Safta, but
now when she found her son she now had a future We all, my friends,
need to have a past in order to have a future We, my friends,
need to know that we belong We, my friends, need to know that

we are part of a long chain. In order to even develop our other
qualities, our talents, we have to know that we are bringing them
to someone We have to know that these talents count, that there
is a purpose and reason for them. That is why a synagogue is so
important . It is a synagogue in which we educate our children

It is in a synagogue in which we come together to affirm our past
It is a synagogue which makes sure we have a future. Let us all
hope and pray that we will all realize this Let us all hope and
pray that we will realize that we need G-d We need our religion
We need a sense of belonging to a people and to a religion that

has a purpose on this world to help perfect this world Let us
hope and pray that we will all be loyal to this vision so that we
will truly have a future so that our children will truly grasp the
fact that their life is not meaningless and purposeless, that their
life is endowed with a meaning which is the most important meaning
of all, and that is to be G-d's partmer in creation Let us all
haope and pray that because we know this we will redouble our cfforte
to be better people and to live a life dedicated to these purposes
in the years ahead Let us always realize that in order to have

a future we must have a past Amen
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On Yom Kippur the number five predominates. We have five services,

the only day on which we have five services We have Maariv, the
evening service, Shacharis, the morning service, Mussaf, the additional
service, Mincha, the afternoon service, and Neilah, the final service
for Yom Kippur We also have five afflictions. We dv not eat and
drink; we do not annoint ourselves with oil; we do not wash; we

do not wear leather shoes; and we are not sexually intimate Also,

the Kohen Godol on this holiday went to the mikvah five times and

also changed his clothes five times Why should the number five

be the number associated with Yom Kippur?

In the prayers that we say over the High Holidays we do not say

at the conclusion of the Amidah.we do not refer to G-d has who blesses
us with peace, but G-d who makes peace. Thirdly, when we mention

our sins we take our fists and lightly tap our heart. We take our
right hand and lightly with our fist tap over our heart Why do

we do this? What is the significance of this? Finally, why do

we all come to shul on such a day as Yom Kippur? Why do we come

to shul? There is no kiddush. There is no special celebration,

yet, more than any other holiday Jews come to shul on Yom Kippur

We know that this is a day on which we are to look into ourselves,

to correct our faults. This is a day of self-criticism and accounting
but, yet, we do not go home and meditate. We do not go out into

the field and in our solitude try to determine how we can correct

our faults and be better people Instead, we congregate together

in the synagogue, all of us together Why should this be so?

My friends, the number five in Hebrew, Hay, stands also for G-d's

name  We know on this holiday that we need G-d's help. The rabbis
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say that there are five levels to a person's soul  We have Chaya,
Nefesh, Ruach, Yechida, and Neshoma The Chaya is the basic level

of our soul The rabbis say that an animal has the Chaya aspect

of a soul, too That is one of the principle reasons for kashruth,
that when we take the life of an animal, even though it is only

an animal, we must do it in the proper way, and although animal

life is not worth the same as human life We disagree with the

animal rights enthusiasts who want to stop experimentation on animals,
but we know that that is wrong. If we can save human life, if children
can be saved by experiments on animals, then we are commanded to

experiment on animals, but the very basic level of the human being

is security

The second level is that of our mind, Nefesh The third level is
that of direction, Ruach. The fourth level is to now that we are
special and unique, and the fifth level is the Neshoma, knowing
that we are connected to G-d and to others. The Neshoma is a little
piece of G-d in all of us, and if we look at all these different
levels of existence we can see that we all need G-d. We all need
G-d's help. Without G-d's help we will not be able to survive.
Life is filled with so many uncertainties. There are tornadoes,
sickness, the vagaries of nature, the ups and downs of the economy,
war, turbulence, so many things we cannot predict. We all need
G-d's help Look what happened even in the United States this past
week.  Who would ever have thought that a president of the United
States would conjure up the old types of anti-Semitism? Who would
have ever thought that the president of the United States, who is
no anti-Semite, would bring these anti-Semitic illusions out into

the open. This is not the 1930's and 1940's where people were yelling
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about Jewish power, international Zionist conspiracy, the prodigals

of Zion where Jews were thought to control everything. The Lentaclews
of Jewish power were thought to have penetrated every single aspect

of society. We are considered to be all-powerful people. I remember
how my grandfather used to always tell me the story about one of

his friends who was a poor tailor who could hardly earn a living.

He was yelled by his boss, by his wife, by his children, and he

used to like to read the German "Bund" magazine, The "Bund" was

the name of the Nazi German party in the United States My grandfather
asked him why he liked to read that magazine. He said, "Well, you
see, I am yelled at at home and at work. I am a little nothing,

but when I read that paper I feel powerful. I learn how much power

I have.'" We Jews have no power whatsoever How could the presdient
of the United States say that he is just a little man and all these
thousands of people are coming to Washington to overwhelm him.

How could he say that he is going to stand up against these powerful
people? Jews have very little power in America Everyone knows

it  How could he have conjured up these images?

We all need G-d's help Life is so uncertain In the life of the
mind, Nefesh, we all need G-d's help, too, to discover new things
How come two equally competent scients can tacklé a problem and

one can arrive at a answer the other does not? We are not computers,
with garbage in and garbage out, where the only thing you can get

out is what you put into it  We human beings have new ideas Where
do these ideas come from? The Kaballah says that these ideas come
from G-d. He is constantly throwing his abundance down, and it

is up to us to grasp these ideas Sometimes we can and sometimes

we cannot. Of course, we all know about the conversion experiences
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where people, all of a sudden, feel that they have some new knowledge
which transforms them and allows them to drop their criminal past

We do know that we need G-d's help We also do not know everything

We have to act on the basis of limited facts

Then we have Ruach, direction We need G-d's help in order to determine
morality in the world. Morality does not spring from man People

used to think that if all men just concentrated on different problems
they would all come up with the same moral solution. We know that

this is false Morality stems from outside of us We have to learn
how to conform to' the laws of right and wrong which G-d gave us

in the Torah

Then we have Yechida. We have to know that we are special and unique
and we have a job that only we can do. We can only be the best
parent to our children, the best child to our parents. With the
unique problems of our generation we are the only ones who can do
them We are special and unique We are not just another it We

are important to G-d. We count because we are counted on.

Finally, there is the Neshoma where we know that we belong. We

have to belong, otherwise why is life important at all? I do not
understand how secular humanists are so upset by eavironmental problems
and other types of problems So what if a person dies at 20 of

a drug overdose or lives to be 95 surrounded by grandchildren and
great-grandchildren? What difference does it make if life is nothing
more than a chance occurance of an ever changing universe who really

takes no cognizance of man and man can really make no lasting impression

on the universe anyway What difference does it make? We are going
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nowhere. We just happen to be born by a fluke, and if we disappear,
so what? The universe will be none the worse for it, but, yet,
people are very upset because we know that that is not so. We know
that we have a job to do. We have to bring perfection to this world,
that G-d is counting on us and that we belong to a history and to

a people and to a family That is, of course, why nationalism will
never be killed. That is one of the reasons why communism died
because it could not cope with nationalism. Nationalism, too, can
get out of hand and be wrong, but we know we have to belong G-d
allows us to be connected to Him and by being connected to Him be

connected to other people

When we look at the letter Hay we can also see that that letter
Hay stands for these same qualities in Hebrew. We have the Hay

"the", not just an "it".

Haya Deeah, the Hay which means you are a
We have the Hay HaShailah, which means that you have a mind. It
means a question. We are curious. We have Hay HaKreeah, which

is the Hay of exclamation, which means that you are special and
unique  You can be loved and can love. We have the Hay HaMagama,
the Hay which shows direction. On Yom Kippur we all come to shul
because we know that in order to find ourselves we have to be with
people. We are part of the Neshoma of everybody else. Everybody
else has a little piece of G-d in them, too, and in order to find
ourselves we have to be with people, which is the big paradox

The more you get into yourself, the more self-actuated and self-
aware and selfish you become, that the important thing is to attach
yourself to others and to G-d. By doing so you find yourself

That's the paradox If you are only into yourself you become alienated,
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lonely, desperate, while if you attach yourself to others, attach yourself
to G-d you will find yourself. You know you have a place You
know you count because you are counted on. We all have to be judged

We all have to know that what we do counts and is important

I am reminded of the story they tell about a woman who took a eleven
hour plane ride from New York and got off at Ben Gurion airport.
There she took her two small carryon bags and walked hesitantly
through the customs and outside She really was not sure that she
should have come.but she knew she had to come. She noticed a pregnant
woman there who spoke in halting English and asked if she wanted
to share a cab with her. In Israel they have these limousines which
drive to the airport and up to Jerusalem They are actually a Mercedes
Benz car and seat three in the back and have jump seats for three
more and then one in the front. She got into the car and she noticed
that in addition to this pregnant woman in the back seat was a lady
from Scandinavia. There was also in front of her a yeshiva boker,
reading a Talmud, an ex Israeli soldier and a heavyset man, who
she took for some sort of businessman In the front seat was EZiigfes
who was himself a travel agent Before she entered the taxi she
gave her two little bags to the taxi driver, who was a man in his
50's, tall and husky She took her seat in the back and as they

G \\do
started to drive to Jerusalem, Getde introduced himself as a travel
agent and said in broken English, "Safta, welcome to our taxi "
Then he turned to the pregant lady and said, "Tell me something
about yourself " The pregnant lady said, "I was visiting my sister
in New Jersey but I am an Israeli and I wanted my baby to be born

in Israe! so I came home." He then turned to the Scandinavian woman




